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Book Reviews 123 

The Old Wives' Tale. By George Peele. Edited with notes and an 
introduction by Frank W. Cady. Richard G. Badger. 60 cents net. 

This edition is prepared with a view to the actual presentation 
of the play on the stage in school or college, and grew out of 
Professor Cady's experiences in presenting the play at Middle- 
bury College in 191 1. 

The New Purchase, or Seven and a Half Years in the Far West. 
By Robert Carlton (Baynard Rush Hall). Princeton: The University 
Press. 552 pp., illustrated. $2. 

In.1818 the United States purchased from several Indian tribes 
that portion (approximately) of the present state of Indiana lying 
north and east of the Wabash river and comprising what is now 
thirty-seven counties. In 1823 Dr. Hall, a young Princeton 
graduate arrived in this new territory and for the better part of 
ten years labored as a pioneer teacher, being elected the first 
professor in the Indiana Seminary, now Indiana University. In 
1843, after his return to the East, he published this book under 
the nom de plume of Robert Carlton. It met with great success, 
and in 1855, through the efforts of a New Albany, Indiana, 
publisher, a second edition was brought out. This edition, how- 
ever, failed to reawaken public interest, and the book had been 
almost forgotten, until last year, when the Princeton Press decided 
to reproduce it. As showing the primitive conditions and de- 
scribing the difficulties and hardships of the pioneer settlers of 
Indiana, it is of great interest to the historian, but its length and 
its style are such as to prevent it from becoming a popular 
success. F. S. H. 

Roy in the Mountains. By William S. Claiborne, Archdeacon of Ten- 
nessee. New York : Edwin S. Gorham. 

A plain, straightforward narrative of how Roy, born in Virginia 
just after the Civil War, saved up his earnings as bookkeeper and 
jack-of-all-trades to a railroad contractor, went to college, grad- 
uated, entered the ministry, and became rector of the mountain 
missions near his alma mater. It is a record of splendid de- 
termination, self-sacrifice, and devotion to duty, interspersed with 
realistic scenes of mountain life. 



124 The Sezvanee Review 

A Selection Form the Life of Samuel Johnson. By James Boswell, 
edited with notes and an introduction, by Max J. Herzeberg. New York 
and Boston : D. C. Heath & Company. 

The attempt has been made in the actual selections to have 
Boswell tell (despite the large omissions) in his own words a story 
as nearly consecutive as possible, in which the gaps should not be 
too obtrusive. 



Problems of Religion by Durant Drake (Houghton, 1916) has 
the same merits as its companion, Problems of Conduct. Both of 
these text-books are interesting, clear, succinct, sane, stimulating, 
well put together. Professor Drake's "Religion" is exceedingly 
up to date, and is hence an exponent of "minimum" Chris- 
tianity. But it is an admirable thing for college students and 
the cultured general reader to get clear-cut statements of a re- 
ligion that can be confessed by reverent and rational minds. The 
author's acceptance of the "liberal Protestant" form of the "moral 
influence " theory of the Atonement is a sufficient indication that 
his plummet has not gone very deep. Nevertheless the book 
does much to make the study of religion an acceptable part of 
general culture. T. P. B. 



Edgar W. Wright, Professor of Education in Trinity College, 
North Carolina, has written a text-book on Public School Edu- 
cation in North Carolina (Boston : Houghton Mifflin Company, 
191 6.). The work is careful and scholarly, though not exactly 
exciting in its interest. On page 216 the author corrects one of 
Professor Albert Bushnell Hart's "inaccurate generalities." Says 
Hart {Present South): ". . . . As for public schools, not a single 
Southern State had organized and set in operation a system before 
the Civil War." The author replies: "A careful study of con- 
ditions in other sections of the country shows a striking similarity 
to conditions in the Southern States." State Superintendent 
Joyner contributes the concluding chapter of the book. 

T. P. B. 



